
May 14, 1945           Riccione, Italy

Did you see “Two Down and One to Go,” or was it just for the army?  It was 
a picture that showed us our chance of getting home and being discharged.  
As you probably know, 85 points is necessary to qualify.  I have 109.  I have 
credit for seven campaigns plus the time I've been in and my overseas credit. 
I'm not expecting anything because I know how this army works, so I'm still 
sweating out the end of Japan.  The most I hope for is that we pass through 
the States on the way to the Pacific, instead of through the Suez Canal.

It was a year ago 3:30 AM this morning that the Germans raided us over in 
Corsica.  We've had a few raids before, but never one like this.  The first 
thing they did was to get the ack-ack batteries.  Then they stayed over us for 
about an hour and a half.  When it was all over they had destroyed 56 planes, 
killed 24, wounded about 115, blew up the gas dump and what not.  No more 
of that stuff for a while.

Well, I suppose that's all for now except that it's been some time since I last 
heard from you.

Hymie

(For more information on the devastating German raid on Alesani see the 
War Diary for the 340th Bombardment Group HQ squadron here:

http://57thbombwing.com/340th_History/340th_Diary/17_May1944.pdf

A view of the raid from the point of view of the German fliers who carried 
out the raid see:

http://www.dansetzer.us/taghon/Korsika_index.htm

Below are photos Hymie took of some of the damage the day of the raid.)
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